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I. CONCERNING GOD 
AND RELIGION. 


A ‘MASON : is obliged, by his tenure, | 
to obey the moral Law; 


ceased to be a Center of Union. 7 
| time to discard sectarianism and to re- 
‘turn to fundamental principles so as 
and if he ies at a perpetual distance. 

rightly understands the Art, he will Ee. 
never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an | 


it is 


‘to unite people wio will otherwise re- 


May Co-Masonry ever remain free 


irreligious LIBERTINE. ‘But though \from disintegrating elements of re- 


in ancient ~ times 


whatever it was, yet. it 


that Religion in which all Men agree, | 


leaving their particular opinions to acter 


themselves; that is, to be good Men 
and true, or Men of. Honour and 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations 
or ‘Persuasions they may be dis- 
tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Center of Union, and the means 
of conciliating true Friendship amoung 
Persons that must have remained at a 


MASONS were {: 
charged in every Country to be of the 
Religion of that Country or Nation, 


|practicing the ideals. 


ligious dogmatism and séctarianism 
as well as from the intolerance that 


would condemn any member for 


is thought practicing, in the profane world, a 
more expedient only to oblige then; to | 


‘religion of his choice. It, will then be 
able to retain its International char- 
and to become a powerful in- 
strument — in disseminating and 
of Universal 
Broterhood. 





Wherever creeds and dogmas are 
adopted, and members are obliged to 
subscribe to them as the price of mem- 


bership, individual Reason and 


A perpetual distance.—From Anderson’s | Conscience are dethroned and Free- 


‘onstitution of 1728. 


To the extent that Masons, in 
- various countries, have departed from 
the above declaration, Masonry has 


-|dom. of Will i is lost. -Let us pray that 


such state of affairs may never pre- 
vail in the Co-Masonic Order. Every 
member must always feel free in his 
search for more. Light. 
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MASONIC STUDIES 


Address all Copy, Questions, and Correspondence 
for thisDepartment to 
ISABEL B. HOLBROOK, 65 Vernon St., Rockland, Mass. 





THE POLISHED STONE | We realize that there is no infallible 
eincnteey rule which, when applied, will reveai 
Many are the illustrations used to) whether a man belongs in one group 
convey the idea of bringing Man to) or another. \ 
perfection. He is likened to a piece| I shall take Faust as the character 
of clay in the hands of the potter; to to illustrate what I mean, with the 
gold being refined in the furnace; to | plot already woven by a master mind. 
Gold in the making; and to a rough! Faust literally chooses to identify 
ashlar being transformed into a | himself with his lower nature, know- 
polished stone. This last simile holds |ing the price he will have to pay, 
more of an appeal for a Mason than | but we find that he is not irrevocably 


the others because of his peculiar 
type of mind; it suggests work, the 
most strenuous kind of labor, and 
achievement through labor is some- 
thing a Mason can understand. 

The problems of life admit of no 
easy solution, for they are very much 
involved; in working them out the 
saint becomes the sinner and _ the 
sinner the saint. Formerly, very 
hard and fast rules prevailed; you 
served God or the Prince of Dark- 
ness; you were a sheep or a goat. 
But new light has been shed on old 
problems. Now almost’ everyone 
knows that ‘time’ and ‘space’ are 
abstract concepts; we also know that 
‘right’ and ‘wrong’ are abstractions 








‘signed, sealed and all but delivered’, 
because any standard set by finite 
minds for the evolving soul to 
measure up to is nct God’s standard, 
but a veritable sliding scale. There 
are too many ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’ cropping 
up all the time. Given certain times 
and places a certain standard is use- 
ful; given other times and _ places 
that standard is useless because im- 
possible to live up to; standards of 
morality are relative and the whole 
subject like the shifting sands of the 
sea. 

Emerson says: “Every day is 
judgment day!” so the score is con- 
tinually being readjusted. Therefore 
Faust fooled the devil, who had no 
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real right to his soul. 
that Man may, under any conditions, 
in any circumstances, raise himself, 
and work out his salvation though 
apparently sold to the devil. Instead 
of spending his life in sensuality, as 
Mephisto had planned, Faust used it 
for the betterment of his fellowmen 
and when the devil comes for his 
own, leaves him the ‘fool of the 
universe’ as he is. 

The bargain is between the soul 
and God, not between the soul and 
the devil. You may not live up to 
vour bargain with God and that will 
retard your progress, for you wil! be 
made to live up to it. Jacob Boehme 
said: “As gold is incorruptible in 
the fire, so man is subject to only 


One God, dwelling in him.” Marcus 
Aurelius knew this; he — said: 
“Observe how everything has 


reference to the one perception, that of 
the One Living Being.” 

We know that tke standards and 
ideals of a Mason are the highest 
imaginable and that Perfection is his 
goal. While striving towards’ the 
goal he may seem to vacillate and to 
serve different masters, but these 
are only incidents along the way and 
has no bearing on the fact that he 
is carried on the upward sweep to 
his goal. 

The Point within the Circle—the 
Changeless Self within—does not 
vacillate, but remains forever fixed. 

—Augusta C. Dingley 3° 
Unity Lodge, No. 359, Orient of 
Oakland. , 


“Let us cultivate the _ spirit of 
tolerance and work in harmony with 
all.” 


He showed(THE KEY-STONE, AND 


THE LEGEND OF ITS LOSS 





To the Inquirer: You ask what 
the letters, H. T. W. S. S. T. K. BS. 
that appear on the circle of the key- 
stone stand for; we are answering at 
length by laying before you the study 


of the same found in “Stellar 
Theology and Masonic Astronmy”, by 


Robert Hewitt Brown, 32. This will 
offer you the answer to your question 
—and much more. 

The emblem of the key-stone, as 
now exhibited, together with the 
legend of the lost key-stone, would 
appear to be of very recent date. 
They belong to the Mark Master’s 
degree, as given in the American rite. 
The Mark degree, says Dr. Mackey, 
was taken by Webb from the Scottish 
rite. Webb, however, “improved the 
ritual and changed the legend, sub- 
stituting one of his own invention.” 
Another writer informs us_ that 
Webb’s Mark degree is founded on 
the European degree of Mark Master 
Mason—“the sign, token, and sacred 
sign,” of which are exactly the same 
as the “due guard, real grip, and 
principal sign” of Webb’s degree— 
although it contairs no mention of 
the “key-stone,” but in its stead the 
“eubie stone.” The weight of testi- 
mony from all sources seems to 
render it certain that the idea of the 
“key-stone” and the legend connected 
with it, as given in the American 
degree of Mark Master, are wholly 
the invention of Webb. 

In making these additions to the 
legends and symbols of Freemasonry, 
Webb, however, was under’ the 
necessity of making what he added 


Jharmonize with the principal legend 
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of the third degree, as well as that, sign, and Egyptian heiroglyph of the 
of the Royal Arch; and, in doing so,|sun. It is placed in the key-stone 
he unconsciously rendered his new/to denote the sun in the summer 
legend and its accompanying emblem | solstice, exalted to the summit of the 
capable of the same _ astronomical! zodiacal arch. 
explanation as the original legend, 
which he desired to thus more fully Q. Are the letters surrounding 
illustrate. We do not mean to be/the circle, with the explanation 
understood as saying that Webb ever | usually given of them, correct? 
had any such astronomical ideas in) A. As the English language was 
his own mind, but, being under the | not spoken at the time of the build- 
absolute necessity of making’ the ing of King Solomon’s temple, either 
machinery of his new degree harmon-| by the Hebrews or the men of Tyre, 
ize with the really ancient and|the English sentence which these 
astronomical legends of the Order, he | letters are said to imply can not be 
Was unconsciously compelled, by aj|anything but a very modern innova- 
logical necessity, to render that which | tion. If the circle and its ac- 
he supplemented capable of the same|companying letters, which Webb 
astronomical interpretation as_ the placed on his key-stone, were borrowed 
original and fundamental legends of from a more ancient source, he 
Freemasonry themselves. evidently did not know what their true 
The emblem of the key-stone and|meaning was, and so invented an 
the legend of its loss may thus be explanation of his own. 
astronomically explained: The degree of Master Mark Mason, 
or Past Master, which was confined 
to those who had actually presided 
emblematic ? as masters, while it furnished Webb 
A. Of strength, that being the!the groundwork for his new degree, 
strongest part of the arch, binding|made no mention of the key-stone. 





Q. Of what is the key-stone 


the several parts together, and thus | It did, however, exhibit the letters H. 
enabling it to bid defiance to the|T. S. T. K. S., to which it would 
elements. appear Webb added a W. and another 
S., for reasons of his own. It is 
worthy of remark that the meaning 
attached toc these letters has varied 
considerably. Thus, some fifty or 
sixty years ago, they were explained 
as forming the initials of the follow- 
ing sentence: He That Was Slain 
Soared To Kindred Spirits, alluding 
to the legend of the death of H. A. 
B. The reading of the present day 
is very different from this, but the 
reading is not uniform in all the 
States of the Union. In some States 


Q. Has the key-stone any astrono- 
mical allusion? 

A. It alludes to the summer 
solstice, or key of the zodiacal arch, 
in close proximity to which it is now 
seen, and where anciently was located 
the constellation Leo, also typical of 
strength. 


Q. Why is a circle inscribed in 
the Masonic key-stone? 
A. A circle is the astronom'ca) 
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the letters K.S. are said to stand for refer to the euresis, or discovery, by 


key-stone, and in others for King 
Solomon. Some are of the opinion 
that S.S. stand for sanctum  sanc- 
torum; others that the K.T. allude to 
Knights Templars. It is evident, 
however, that there is no definite 
limit to this mode of reading the 
mysterious letters; for, proceeding on 
the same principle, we might suppose 
them to mean—Safely Keep This 
Sacred Secret Within Thy Heart; or, 
Hidden Things We Solemnly Swear 
To Keep Secret; or, There Were Seven 
Steps To King Solomon’s Heuse; or, 
Knights Templars Should Sacredly 
Watch The Holy Sepulchre; and thus 
until our ingenuity or patience is 
exhausted. And it is also equally 
evident that all methods of reading 
these letters, which are founded on 
the idea that they are in any way 
initials of English words, must be 
wrong if the emblem is ancient, and 
ean only be right if it is of quite 
recent and wholly English or Ameri- 
ean origin. If, therefore, these 
letters are of ancient origin, as 
arranged in this emblem, we may be 
quite certain that their real meaning 
has been lost. If they have any 
ancient meaning, proper investiga- 
tion and study might, no doubt, re- 
discover it; but, as we have no 
evidence whatever that they are 
ancient, it is not worth while to make 
any attempt in that direction. 

The legend of the loss of the key- 
stone and its recovery may, however, 
be brought into harmony with the 
principal legend of the third degree, 
and that of the Royal Arch, and thus 
astronomically explained. Ali the 
legends of Freemasonry relating to 
the finding of that which was lost, 





finding of the sun-god, whose death 
formed the story of the ceremony of 
the initiation into the Mysteries. 
The key-stone is an astronomical 
emblem of the sun at the summer 
solstice, or summit of the Royal 
Arch, after leaving which he is 
slain, and his body lost among the 
wintry signs. The astronomical 


hieroglyph of the sun, the dot within 


a circle, which is marked on the key- 
stone, makes this solar allusion of its 
loss and recovery perfectly apparent. 
It may, therefore, be considered as 
but another allegory of the loss of 
the sun during the winter months, 
and his discovery again at the vernal 
equinox. And, as the name of O.G. 
M.H.A.B. means the sun, the astrono- 
mical sign of the sun, the dot within 
the circle, on the key-stone is 
equivalent to his name being there, 
to mark or designate the stone as 
appertaining to him. 


Q. What is the meaning of the Ma- 
sonic legend of the “lost word?” 

A. This legend, as briefly stated 
by Dr. Mackey, in his “Symbolism of 
Freemasonry” (page 3800), is as 
follows: “The mystical history of 
Freemasonry informs us that there 
once existed a WORD of surpassing 
value, and claiming a profound vener- 
ation; that this word was known to 
the few, and that it was at length 
lost, and that a temporary substitute 
for it was adopted.” 

This idea of a mystic. all-powerful 


“word” was an ancient and _ widely 
diffused superstition. Just how this 
notion originated has not _ been 


handed down to us. either by tradi- 
tion or otherwise. It, however, 


ecstnentamssicneis nec useReeeeee AMERI CAN NN i Ee) R) 





probably came to be Sexnirascteutbanantestainean in 
the following manner: It was 
generally known to the profane—i. 
e., the uninitiated—that those who 
were admitted to the “Mysteries” 
were intrusted with a certain sacred 
word, under a most solemn pledge not 
to reveal it to the world; and as the 
scientific knowledge, also secretly 
imparted to those who were initiated, 
gave those who took the higher de- 
grees the power to work apparent 
miracles, the ignorant and supersti- 
tious multitude naturally thought, 
and were perhaps taught to believe, 
that it was by the use of this 
“word”, so sacredly concealed, that 
the priests were able to perform all 
their wonderful works. This word 
was, however, nothing but the ‘ E paneed 
word” which went with the “sign,” 
by which the initiated could make 
themselves known to one _ another. 
This idea of an all-powerful word 
was very prevalent among the Jews, 
no doubt derived from their long stay 
in Egypt. The notion was that this 
“word” consisted of the true name 
of God, together with a knowledge of 
its proper pronunciation, and that the 
fortunate possessor of this knowledge 
became thereby clothed with super- 
natural power—that by the speaking 
of this word he could perform all 
sorts of miracles, and even raise the 
dead. According to the Cabalists, 
“the very heavens shook and _ the 
angels themselves were filled with 
terror and astonishment when _ this 
tremendous word was _ pronounced.” 

Jewish tradition states that God 
himself taught Moses his true name 
and its correct pronounciation at the 
“burning bush.” And they believed 
that Moses. being thus possessed of 


the “WORD”, used it to perform se hatihac cavisnckinchesasivceticinedictn, clio +100 Gee eee ee 
his miracles, and to confound and 
overthrow Pharaoh and his hosts. 
The Jews of a later date, seeking to 
account for the wonderful works of 
Christ, asserted blasphemously that 
he unlawfully entered the holy of 
holies, and clandestinely obtained the 
word used by Moses, which was 
engraved upon the stone upon which 
the ark rested. The superstition in 
relation to a wonder-working word 
also prevailed among the Arabians, 
who say that King Solomon was in 
possession of this grand omnific word, 
and by its use subdued the genii who 
rebelled against God, many of whon. 
Solomon imprisoned by the use of 
his magical seal, upon which the 
word, contained in a pentacle, was 
engraved. (See the “Story of the 
Fisherman,” and other tales of the 
“Arabian Nights,” where this legend 
is alluded to.) 

It was from these, and other sim- 
ilar legends thus widely diffused 
among the ancient Oriental nations, 
that the veneration for a particular 
word arose, together with an earnest 
desire to obtain it, and a laborious 
search for it, by ambitious believers 
in its power. All the magicians, 
enchanters, and wonder-workers of 
the East, and adepts of the West, 
were supposed to have, in some 
mysterious way, become possessed of 
this “word,” called by them the 
“master’s word.” This ancient super- 
stition seems to have left its impress 
on our ritual, for the word, of which 
we hear so often therein, is assumed 
to be something’ more than a mere 
password, although we, as Masons, 
now use the phrase master’s word in 
a very different sense from that of 
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the adepts of former times. 

In former and less_ enlightened 
times the possession of the true name 
of God and its proper pronunciation, 
or some substitute for it, authorized 
by divine command, were even sup- 
posed requisite in order to worship 
him aright; for it was  ignorantly 
thought that, if God was _ not 
addressed by his own proper name, 
he would not attend to the call, nor 
even know that the prayers of his 
worshiper were really addressed to 
him, and not to Baal, Osiris, or 
Jupiter; or, if knowing, would 
indignantly reject them. In the East, 
to address even an earthly potentate 
by any other than his own proper, 
high, and ceremonious title, was 
considered both irreverent and insult- 
ing. Among the Jews, however, the 
pronunciation of the true name was 
supposed to be followed by such 
tremendous effects that a substitute, 
for which they believed they had the 
divine sanction, was enjoined. Ac- 
cordingly, we find in the Old Testa- 
ment that, whenever the name of God 
occurs, the substitute is used instead 
of the true name. The word substi- 
tuted is generally “Adonai,” or Lord, 
unless the name follows that word, 
and then “Elohim” is used; _ as, 
“Adonai Elohim,” meaning, Lord 
God. From this long-continued use 
of a substitute for the real word, the 
latter, or at least its correct pronun- 
ciation, was thought to be lost. <A 
trace of all this is found in our 
ritual, and perhaps, furnished the true 
reason why a_ substitute (as Dr. 
Mackey informs us in the extract we 
have quoted above from his “Symbol- 
ism”) was adopted. 

It will be of no use to trace any 


further the numerous superstitions 
and legends in relation to this fabled 
grand omnific word. Dr. Mackey 
very justly says, in the work before 
mentioned, that it is “no matter what 
this word was, or how it was lost,” 
for we now know that no word can be 
at present of any use to a Mason. 
except to serve aS a password, to 
prove his right to the honors and 
benefits of some particular Masonic 
body or degree; and for that purpose 
(apart from considerations of a pure- 
ly archeological and historical 
nature) one word is just as good as 
another, so long as it is appropriate 
to the time and place, and has been 
established for that purpose, whether 


by ancient usages or some competent 
| authority. Much learning, however, 


as might be expected, together with 
persistent search, laborious study, 
and even the practice of magical 
arts, have been employed in the past 
ages, and even down to within a few 
years, to discover the ancient wonder- 
working word by those who believed 
in its fabled power, or from a motive 
of historical curiosity desired to ob- 
tain it. According to some, the 
sacred Tetragrammaton, or four- 
lettered name of God in Hebrew, in- 
correctly pronounced Jehovah, was the 
true word. Others thought that the 
Hebrew word Jah, the Chaldaic Bul 
or Bell, or the Egyptian ON or OM, 
the Hindoo AUM, together with 
various combinations of them all, con- 
stituted the grand omnific word. 
But as the possession of no one of 
them, nor any possible combination of 
them, seems to confer any mirac- 
ulous powers on the possessor, neither 
of them can be the correct one ac- 
cording to ancient traditions. If 
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there ever was actually any such 
thing as a grand omnific word (that 
is, all-powerful word, from “omni- 
ficus”, all creating), it certainly re- 
mains lost to this day, and “I fear 
it is for ever lost,” for certainly none 
of the words disclosed. with so much 
solemn ceremony, in certain Masonic 
degrees, confer any supernatural 
powers on those to whom they are 
communicated. 


@. What astronomical  ailusion 
has the ancient legend of the “lost 
word,” as illustrated in the Masonic 
ceremonies ? 

A. As the Masonic legend of the 
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quently found in this long-forgotten 
subterranean temple by David, when 
digging the foundations for the temple, 
afterward built by Solomon his son.” 

Other versions of this legend 
ascribe the building of the under- 
ground temple, and the deposit there- 
in of the “word,” to Solomon, and its 
discovery to those “who dug _ the 
foundations of the second temple on 
the same spot, and connect it with 
the ‘substitute ark’ deposited in the 
same place.” 

Both legends, however, agree in 
stating that the “word” was buried 
deep underground, and in the ninth 
arch, or lowest one of them all; that 


deposit of the “word” in a secure and \it was there lost, and remained buried 
secret place, and its consequent loss,|in darkness until it was subsequently 


has been already quite fully stated 
by Masonic writers. in works 
sanctioned by the highest Masonic 
authority, there can be no sort of 
impropriety in relating it here, for 
the purpose of showing its primitive 
astronomical significance. The legend 
is substantially as follows: 

“Enoch, under the inspiration of the 
Most High, built a secret temple 
underground, consisting of nine 
vaults, or arches, situated perpend- 
icularly under each other. A _ tri- 
angular plate of gold, each side of 
which was a cubit long, and enriched 
with precious stones, was fixed to a 
stone of agate of the same form. On 
this plate of gold was engraved the 
‘word’, or true name of God; and this 
was placed on a cubical stone, and 
deposited in the ninth or lowest arch. 
In consequence of the deluge, all 
knowledge of this secret temple was 
lost, together with the sacred and 
ineffable or unutterable name, for 
ages. The lost word was __ subse- 


found and brought to light. 

In ancient times, and according to 
the mystical theology of those days, 
God and the sacred name of God were 
supposed to be one and the’ same. 
The word was itself considered to be, 
in some sense, a_ living, creative 
power. Thus Plato taught that the 
divine “logos,” or word, was God. 
But, as we have shown, the sun was 
by the ancients universally adopted 
as the symbol of God, and_ sub- 
sequently confounded with God, so 
that the various names of ‘God became 
also solar names. The loss of the 
solar name, therefore, became but 
another expression of the loss of the 
sun, or sun-god, in the lower hemi- 
sphere. Now, let us see how this 
will harmonize with the legend just 
related. The sun, having reached the 
summit of the zodiacal arch, at the 
summer solstice, begins to descend 
toward the region of darkness. 
From Cancer he descends to Leo, 
from Leo to Virgo, from Virgo to 








8 THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 


Libra, and so on until Capricorn is 
reached, which is the ninth sign from 
the vernal equinox, and the under- 
most one of the zodiac, correspond- 
ing to the ninth or lowest arch of 
the secret vault, and there on the 21st 
of December, at his lowest declina- 
tion, at the winter solstice, he is lost, 
and “lies buried in darkness,” until, 
reviving, he commences his. ascent 
toward the vernal equinox, and begins 
by his more potent rays to rebuild 
that glorious temple of light and 
beauty, adorned by flowers and fruits, 
which the rude assaults of winter 
have destroyed. 

Another allegorical correspondence 
is found in the fact that the discovery 
of the word is made according to the 
Masonic legend, by three which agrees 
perfectly with the number of signs, 
Aquarius, Pisces, and Aries, and the 
months, January, February, and 
March, which separate the winter 
solstice from the vernal equinox, 
when, azcording to the legend of 
Hiram, the sun is found. 

The sacred name was engraved on 
a triangular plate of gold, which, 
according to astrology, is the solar 
metal. This triangular plate, accord- 
ing to the Royal Arch legend, was 
surrounded ‘by a circle. But, again, 
the legend informs us that this tri- 
angular plate of gold was fixed to a 
stone of agate of the same form. 
Now each month, the ancient astrol- 
ogers taught, had its own gem: 

January, the Garnet. 

February, the Amethyst. 

March, the Bloodstone. 

April, the Diamond. 

May, the Emerald. 

June, the Agate. 

July, the Ruby. 


August, the Sardonyx. 
September, the Sapphire. 
October, the Opal. 
November, the Topaz. 
December, the Turquoise. 
The agate, therefore, is emblematic 
of the month of June, the summer 


solstice, and the resurrection and 
exaltation of the sun. The whole 
was placed on a cubical stone, but 


the cube was sacred to Apollo, who 
is identical with Helios, the sun god. 
The altar of Apollo at Delos was in 
the form of a cube. The symbolism 
of this legend is therefore perfect in 
all of its details—the emblematic 
correspondence is too absolute to be 
accidental. The legend of the iost 
word is but another form of the solar 
allegory of the death and resurrec- 
tion of Hiram, and teaches the same 
lesson. SE 

The chief crown of glory, which 
posterity has placed on the brows of 
the ancient sovereigns and the sages 
of antiquity, is that by their godlike 
wisdom they harmonized the people 
and brought them into direct accord 


with the decrees of heaven. In a 
well-known passage in one of the 
earliest classics, the Emperor Yao 


charged his successor. Shun (B. C. 
2258), in these words, “Let the 
elements of water, fire, metal, wood, 
and earth, with grain, be well regu- 
lated; adjust the domestic virtues, 
increase useful commodities, promote 
human existence, and cause harmony 
to prevail. Let these nine things be 
well adjusted, and, being adjusted, 
let them be set to music”; and thus, 
he implied, let them express in melody 
the harmony which he desired to see 
existing.—R. K. Douglas, “Society in 
China.” 
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THE RELIGION OF MASONRY 


“Speculative Masonry is so far 
interwoven with religion as to lay us 
under obligations to pay that rational 
homage to the Deity which at once 
constitutes our duty and our happi- 
ness. It leads the contemplative 
mind to view with reverence and ad- 
miration the glorious works of crea- 
tion, and inspires him with the most 
exalted ideas of the perfection of his 
divine Creator.” That Freemasonry 
should be spoken of as a_ religious 
institution, or as imparting religious 
instruction, undoubtedly sounds 
strange to those who think religion 
must necessarily be confined to a 
particular set of theological dogmas, 
or, in other words, be sectarian. But 
why should it be thought necessary 
to make religion traverse simply the 
narrow circle of sectarian ideas? Is 
it not a degradation to confine it to 
so limited a sphere? 

The Masonic idea is that religion is 
absolute, everlasting and unchanging; 
that it is not a dogma, or a collection 
of dogmas, but rather reverence and 
humility before the awful ideas of 
Infinity and Eternity; a sense of sub- 
jection to the great law of Justice 
which stretches through the universe, 
and of obligation. to love and serve 
God and man. 

The ideas of God, retribution, a 
future life—these great facts of 
religion are not the property of any 
one sect or party; they form the 
groundwork of all creeds. Religion, 
we have said, is everlasting and im- 
mutable. It is the same yesterday, 
today. and forever. Sectarianism is 
but the material framework, change- 
able and perishable, which men _ in 


| 
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different ages and countries have 
raised around it. This material and 
human investiture of sectarian dog- 
mas changes with the times and 
seasons: but that religion, in the 
light of which all Masons whatever 
their particular creed, desire to walk 
—that religion, sent forth into the 
world with the awful sanction of the 
Deity upon it which, as an Ancient 
says, “is to visit the widow and the 
fatherless in their afflictions, and 
keep one’s self unspotted from the 
world’”’—that religion, the essence of 
which is to love God supremely and 
our neighbors as we love ourseives, 
can never change; being absolute, it 
can never pass away, and it may be 
taught, with all its obligations, duties 
and hopes, and all the beautiful ap- 
plications of life, without being 
trammeled by any sectarian dogmas 
whatever. 

About religion, in its absoluteness, 
neither men nor sects ever dispute or 
quarrel. No; it shines over the human 
soul clear and bright, like the eternal 
stars, visible to all; and always and 
everywhere has her voice been heard, 
consoling the sorrowful, fortifying 
the weak, and bidding the sons of 
men to aspire to a celestial commun- 
ion. 

Such is the Masonic idea of religion. 
Freemasonry recognizes God as im- 
minent in all created things, working 
in each blade of grass, and swelling 
bud, and opening flower; it looks upon 
all the sciences as so many divine 
methods through which the Infinite 
Artist reveals his mysteries to man. 
Should any Masonic brother, or any 
other, think that we are claiming too 
much for Freemasonry in this 
respect, we have only to ask him to 
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turn to the “charges” and “lectures” 
published in our books, to_ find 
abundant proofs of what we assert. 
There we read: “The universe is the 
Temple of the Deity whom we serve; 
Wisdom, Strength and Beauty are 
around his throne, as pillars of his 
works; for his wisdom is infinite, his 
strength is omnipotent, and his beauty 
shines forth through all his creation.” 

Ancient Freemasonry invariably 
united all the sciences to the religious 
sentiment. Of Arithmetic it says: 
“All the works of the Almighty are 
made in number, weight, measure, 
and therefore, to understand them 
rightly, we ought to understand arith- 
metical calculations, and be thereby 
led to a more comprehensive 
knowledge of our great. Creator.” 
“Astronomy,” it says, “is that 
sublime science which inspires’ the 





contemplative mind to soar aloft and 
read the wisdom and beauty of the 
Creator in the Heavens. How nobly 
eloquent of God is the _ celestial 
hemisphere, spangled with the most 


magnificent symbology of his infinite 
glory.” Discoursing Geometry, it 
says, “By it we discover the power, 
wisdom and goodness of the grand 
Artificer, and view with delight the 
order and beauty of his works and 
the proportions which connect all 
parts of his immense universe.” 

Freemasonry, therefore, in the 
spirit of true reverence, consecrates 
all to God—the worlds with their 
sublime mysteries, and the human 
mind with its mighty powers, and the 
sciences which it has discovered and 
explained.—‘Researches of Masonry,” 
by Haydon. 
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O MAN is born into the world, whose work 
) Is not born with him, there is always work, 
And tools to work withal, for those who will; 


And blessed are the horny hands of toil! 

The busy world shoves angrily aside 

The man who stands with arms akimbo set, 
Until occasion tells him what to do; 

And he who waits to have his task marked out 
Shall die and leave his errand unfulfilled. 


—JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 
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WHAT IS MASONRY? 


Every one admitted into Masonry 
enters its doors in a state of dark- 
ness and ignorance as to what Ma- 
sonry teaches, and is later suppused to 
be brought to Light and Knowledge. 
Symbolieally, the Candidate enters 
the Craft as a Rough Ashlar, and it 
becomes his business to develop both 
his character and his understanding 
in order that by virtue of what he 
has not only learned, but also reduced 
to practice, he may become a finished 
and perfect cube. 

Masonry in its broader and more 
vital doctrine conceals a philosophic 
and religious system intended to sup- 
ply answers to the three great 
questions that press so heavily upon 
the attention of every thoughtful 
mind: What am I? Whence come 
I? Whither go I? The candidate is 
presumed to enter Masonry in search 
of light upon these momentous 
questions. 

Does not all of the above apply to 
and interest women just as much as 
men? 

The men who instituted or “revived” 
Modern Speculative Masonry some 
two hundred and fifty years ago, 


took the elementary rites and symbols 
of the operative guilds of  stone- 
masons, lying ready to hand, and 
transformed them into a system of 
religio-philosophic doctrine which 
thenceforth dealt solely and simply 
with the greater science of soul- 
building. 

Is not this science of sowl-building 
of just as much interest to women as 
to men? 

The purpose of initiation is to 
educate the mind in penetrating the 
outward shell and its value depends 
upon the way these inward truths 
influence our thoughts and lives and 
awaken in us deeper powers of 
consciousness. 

Is there anything in that purpose 
not applicable to women as well as 
to men? Does not that immortal 
principle which survives the grave 
exist ir women as well as in men and 
will not the powerful lesson of the 
third degree impress and help women 
as much as men? 

Does not the “whoso would save 
his life must lose it” and the uni- 
versal truth that mystical death must 
precede mystical rebirth apply to 
women as well as to men? We would 
think that educated Masons have, long 
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ago, left behind them those men who : GOOD ADVICE 

refused to credit women with having ee os, 

a soul. ' Various Masonic Magazines have, 


In a recent issue the Denver | recently, discussed the question of 


“Square and Compass” gave _ the ‘financial reauirements and obligations 
following definition of Masonry: so that, as one of them says, the 

“Hreemasonry enforces as strongly | wives and children and parents of 
as possible the doctrine of doing right |Masons wili know the truth about 
in every act of life. It teaches kind-/|this matter. 


ness, brotherly love, honesty, truth-| Masonry has no magic words that 
fulness, justice and every act that is|she can say and make money appear 
uplifting and purifying. from the clear air. Masonry does 


“Masonry in every lesson teaches|not promise charity nor relief. It 
purity of action. Nothing that is|will provide these if it can, but it is 
degrading, or that is contrary to right |not an insurance Order and can 
acting or right thinking, can be/ guarantee nothing in the way of help. 
associated with the institution. All| There are men who would become 
that is honorable, that is ennobling, | Masons for reasons not contemplated 
that is right and uplifting. is included |in the regulations of the fraternity, 
in the lessons of the Lodge room.” j|with selfish or unworthy objects in 

Who will deny that the above|view. These it is the business of the 
lessons will profit women as much as | investigation committee to detect and 
they profit men? weed out. Occasionally cases will 

Of course, if Masonic rites and|come up which show that investiga- 
symbolism are meaningless, mere/|tors are lax in the performance of 
stunts, and Masonry is nothing but a/|their duties, that unsuitable persons 
social organization—the last refuge|are getting by them and gaining ad- 
of men as some have said—then men|mission when they should not. 
are welcome to a monopoly of it.| It is not enough that an applicant 
Women have no desire to intrude /fill all requirements as to repute and 
upon men in Masonry if Masonry is|character. He must also be able to 
a worthless affair. satisfy the investigating commitee of 

However, we intend Co-Masonry to | his financial responsibility. 
be something different, something of | Masonic lodges are not indebted to 
value to women who want Masonry !the families of Master Masons to the 
and not a social play ground. extent that they should provide for 
their future welfare. Charity, 
fostered by the idea that Masonic 
lodges should provide for dependents 
over an indefinite period, is erroneous. 

The petition submitted should cun- 
tain the amount of insurance carried 
by the petitioner. 

The matter of the future welfare 
of his family and loved ones rests 


Happiness is from within, not from 
without. No greater happiness can 
be found than that which comes from 
the sweet content of right thinking, 
right living and a good clean con- 
science. Try it.—Leslie’s Weekly. 


ns sn 





squarely upon the shoulders of each 
individual brother, and while Masonic 
lodges will do what they can to help, 
it is utterly unjust that they should 
be called upon to act as a_ sort of 
insurance against every contingent. 
The above advice to Masonic lodges 
and to families of members deserves 
careful consideration by the members 
and the families of members of the 
American Federation of H. R. 
FREEMASONS NOP 
WALL BUILDERS 


In his “Franec-Maconnerie Occulte,” 
rightly or wrongly, Ragon, an 
illustrious and learned Belgian Mason, 
reproaches the English Masons with 
having materialized and dishonored 
Masonry, once based upon the ancient 
Mysteries, by adopting, owing to a 
mistaken notion of the origin of the 
craft, the name of Free Masonry and 
Free Masons. The mistake is due, 
he says, to those who connect Ma- 
sonry with the building of Solomon’s 
Temple, deriving its origin from it. 
He derides the idea, and says: “The 
Franc Mason (which is not macon 
libre, or free masonry) knew _ well 
when adopting the title, that it was 
no question of building a wall, but 
that of being initiated into the 
ancient Mysteries veiled under’ the 
name of Francmaconnerie (Freema- 
sonry); that his work was only to be 
the continuation or renovation of the 
ancient mysteries, and that he was 
to become a mason after the manner 
of Apollo or Amphion. And do we 
not know that the ancient initiated 
poets, when speaking of the founda- 
tion of a city, meant thereby the 
establishment of a doctrine? Thus 
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Neptune, the god of reasoning, and 
Apollo, the god of the hidden things, 
presented themselves as masons 
before Laomedon, Priam’s father, to 
help him to build the city of Troy— 
that is to say, to establish the Trojan 
religion.” 

(Maconnerie Orthodoxe, p.44.) 


IDO 


Mr. Fred Krafft, General Secretary 
of the International language (Ido) 
Society of America, writes that the 
Russians use Ido extensively and 
broadcast in that medium of initer- 
national communication. He adds 
that he has never been able to under- 
stand why perhaps less than one per 
cent of Freemasons recognize the 
importance of an _ international 
language. 

Many European Freemasons’ are 
interested in an international 
language, but for some reason they 
seem to prefer Esperanto. 

Any one interested in “Ido” should 
write to Fred Krafft, 561 Morse Ave.. 
Ridgefield, N. J. 


In the early days Masonic Lodges 
met in taverns, inn keepers reserving 
rooms for the purpose—with an eye 
to business of course. In some towns 
there was brisk rivalry between 
tavern keepers and Lodges looking 
for cheaper rent were inclined to meet 
in rooms not entirely suitable for the 
work of the Craft. Nor was the 
proximity of the bar always conducive 
to the morals or manners of the 
Brethren. In those days a Masonic 
Lodge was not a proper place for 
women. 
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ANALOGIES BETWEEN SANSKRIT AND CHOCTAW. 
Prepared by bro. Vera Wignall. 


WORD MEANING 

Sanskrit: Abhaya A religious life of Duty “Fearless- 
ness”’. 

A son of Dharma (Duty). 

Choctaw: Abeha To enter in. 

Sanskrit: Achara Personal & social (religious) obliga- 
tions. 

Choctaw: Achaka Spliced, continued, joined together, 
welded, re-annexed. 

Sanskrit: Akasa The chile, supersensuous _ spiritual 
essence which pervades all space. 

Choctaw: Ak-ashofa An erasure; a clean place, place 
cleansed. 

Sanskrit: Akar The proper name of that division of 
the infernal regions which may be 
called Hell 

Choctaw: Akka The place beneath, below or down; 
the bottom. 

Sanskrit: Akta Anointed, a title of the highest Logos 
(Creator) 

Choctaw: Akta Conjunction or preposition: There- 
fore. 

Sanskrit: Amba Chaos; space. 

Choctaw: Amba Above or out of. 

Sanskrit: Chela A disciple (Literally child). 

Choctaw: Cheli To bear; to bring forth young. 

Sanskrit: Chit Abstract consciousness. 

Choctaw: Chito Immense, heavy, capacious, august, 

~ majestic, sublime. 

Sanskrit: Fohat The essence of cosmic electricity—the 


universal Vital Force, at once the 


‘propeller and the resultant. 


Choctaw: 


Sanskrit: 
Choctaw: 
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WORD 
Foha 


Hatha Yoga 
Hatak hulloka 


MEANING 


To rest; to ease, to take ease; to 
harbor, to recruit, to repose, to 
respire. 
(Noun) rest, cesssation, an _  inter- 
mission. 


The lower form of Yoga practice. 
An enchanter. 


Sanskrit: 
Choctaw: 


Ought. 
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Sanskrit: 
Choctaw: 


Sanskrit: 


Choctaw: 


a) @ ‘0'0' aria''é @..9 Je "e 


Ichapa 


Will, or will power. 

Mated, paried. A  yokefellow, an 
adversary, an antagonist, a match; 
opposite. 
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Daughter of Vaivasvata Manu, wife 
of Buddha—one month a woman and 
the other a man. 

To itself, by itself. To himself (to 
draw) 
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Sanskrit: 


Choctaw: 


ec 207 © M8 Pe 


Sanskrit: 


Choctaw: 


Sanskrit: 
Choctaw: 
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Kama 


The interrogative pronoun “who” 
raised to the dignity of a deity with- 
out cause or reason. 

The one which, spoken by way of 
inquiry. 


Time; fate; a cycle. 

“The black”; evil and wickedness. 
To bet, to wager, to lay himself down 
as an offering. To mix with, to 
confound together, to spurn. One 
who bets. 


Evil desire; the cleaving to existence. 
The immediate past tensc. It im- 
plies that the speaker has knowledge 
of what he speaks and not the hearer. 
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WORD MEANING 

Sanskrit: Kamaloka The semi-material plane, where the 
disembodied personalities remain 
until they fade out from it by the 
exhaustion of the effects of the 
passions and desires that created 
‘them. 

Choctaw: Kamali To stop; to bung; to plug; to preclude. 

Sanskrit: Kchana A second inealculably short, the 4,- 
500th part of a minute. 

Choctaw: Kachanya Cut with shears. 

Sanskrit: Khi (Lit) “Breath” meaning Buddhi. 

Choctaw: Kia Let him go; let it be so. 

Sanskrit: Ksha-Trya The warrior caste. 

Choctaw: Kusha To break and bend. 

Sanskrit: Lakshmi “Prosperity”; fortune. 

Choctaw: lLaksha Sweat; perspiration. 
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THE COUNT ST. GERMAIN claimed: “Here is your field of 

oe clllide ais battle. Here is a Republic which 

In the September issue of the Iowa|yvou must serve. You are the very 

Masonic Bulletin appears ajman which she needs. at _ this 
Biography of Baron Von Steuben | moment.” 


from which we take the following 





lines as they will likely be of interest 
to many of our readers: 

“Baron Von Steuben was on _ his 
way to England in the spring of 1777 
to visit some friends and stopped off 
in Paris to see his old friend Count 
St. Germain who had just been ap- 
pointed Minister of War. An inter- 
view was arranged to be held at the 
Paris Arsenal three days later. 
the appointed time they met 


At | the 
in ajfoundation of the Co-Masonie Order 
rendez-vous where St. Germain took in 
a map and, pointing to America, ex- | Supreme Council 


CO-MASONIC NEWS 


At the last meeting of the Supreme 
Council, in September, the Repre- 
sentative for Belgium, the V. Ill. Bro. 
Vandermeeren, proposed that the 
next International Convention be held 
one year in advance, that is in 1933, 
so as to celebrate at the same time 

fortieth anniversary of the 
1893. 


The members of the 


present seemed to 
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be favorable to the idea and _ the 
proposition will be considered and 
submitted to the various Federations. 

Bro. F. A. Knudsen, now at the 
Ojai, Calif., writes that during a 
recent trip to Europe he visited W. 
LL. “Vertrauen” and “Harmony” in 
Vienna and that he visited also with 
the BB. in Holland, England and 
Luxemburg. It was a great pleasure 
to do so. Co-Masons can now travel 
almost anywhere in the world and 
meet with members of the Order. 

At its last communication, the 
Supreme Council adopted the follow- 
ing resolution in regards to an ex- 
change of fraternal relations with 
other Masonic Bodies: 

“All applications for an exchange 
of fraternal relations must be 
accompanied by a list of the Grand 
Bodies with which the applicant has 
fraternal relations, copies of the 
rituals used by it and a brief history 
of its organization. The application 
and documents will then be turned 
over to the International Committee 
which will make a report on the ap- 
plication at the following meeting of 
the Supreme Council.” 

A second Lodge has been instituted 
in Santiago, Chili. 

Two mew Lodges - have been 
chartered and another instituted in 
Belgium. This last one is in the 
city of Louvain 

Bhe next meeting of the Supreme 
Council will take place January 24, 
1981. 

A member of the Masonic Fratern- 
ity has donated a beautiful three 
branched candlestick te our Minne- 
apolis Lodge. 


The United Grand Ledee of Spain 


has mailed us a copy of No. I of its 
“Bulletin of Information.” 


LARKSPUR VISITORS 


Bro. B. Christiansen, a member of 
our Kansas City Lodge arrived in 
Larkspur on the 6th of October and 
plans to stay until the end of the 
month. 

Bro. John Leembruggen, a member 
of our Hollywood Lodge arrived 
from Montana the morning of the 
16th of October, on his way home 
and was with us until the afternoon 
of the 18th. While here he visited 
tne many points of interest in this 
vicinity. 

Bro. Swain who had been with us 
since the 24th of May left for her 
home in Hollywood the evening of 
October 29th. 

We hope that the many visitors 
Who were here this year will return 
again next year and that many others 
will also decide to come. 


WHAT IS A LEWIS? 


According to a decision of the 
Board of General Purposes of the 
Grand Lodge of New Zealand, a Lewis 
(as described in Rule 148 of the N.Z. 
B.C.) must have been born after his 
father became a Master Mason, and 
both father and son must comply with 
the other requirements of the rules. 
There can he no doubt, therefore, what 
a Lewis is in New Zealand. The 
same reading is fovoured by most of 
the best-informed Brethren in this 
country. In New Zealand only Master 
Masons may vote in Lodge proceed-" 
ings.—The London Freemason. 
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KING SOLOMON’S SEAL |Governors, the collection or sum of 


Seite ee the others. The idea now il- 
The two interlaced triangles form | lustrated may be new to Freema- 
the “Seal of Solomon’, so called | sons, but is nevertheless correct. 


because it was popularly supposed he | Revolve the figure downwards so as 
used it when dealing with the geniijto produce a reverse image, and we 





that did his bidding. Among the 
Moors is a tale of how he confined 
one of the spirits in the Red Sea in 
a pot, on the top of which this seal 
was inscribed. But this is hardly the 
origin of it. 

These triangles symbolize the 
sevenfold constitution of man and all 
things. They have six points 
six triangles enclosing a 
space which is the seventh division 
of them and here represents’ the 
seventh principle or more _ properly 
the thinker, standing in the universe 
and touching all things from the six 
sides by means of the six triangles 
The points of these touch the sides 
of the serpent or the great encircl- 
ing wheel of evolution in and by 
which the thinker gains experience 
from nature. 

The white triangle, called the 
upper, refers to spirit, and the lower, 
or dark one, to matter; interlaced 
they signify, as said in the Bhaga- 
vad-Gita, that spirit and matter are 


coeternal and ever conjoined. Thus’ 
they also represent the great oppos- | 
ites in nature and mind of good and!draft on the funds of the lodge. 


evil, night and day, male and female, 
liberty and slavery, cold and heat, 
those great contrasts by means of 
which we are able at last to find the 
truth. 

The thirty-third degree of Free- 
masonry may also be obtained from 
this figure. That degree is the 
Consistory or Council, emblematic- 
ally the great body of the Sages or 


central |this new figure are counted, 


get two. Next take the two slanting 
sides, being the prolongation of the 
two downward-pointing sides of the 
upper dark triangle, and make a 
reflection upon them as base on each 
side. The result will be a figure in 
which three smaller “Solomon’s seals” 
are contained within a greater one. 


and If now the chambers or divisions in 


they 
will be found to number thirty-two, 


‘and by adding the figure as a whole 


we get thirty-three or the Consistory, 
which may be placed in the point in 
the centre of all. This may seem to 
be fanciful to some, but it is no more 
so than much else in Masonry. It 
has the advantage, however, of being 
correct, even if curious. This number 
of divisions or chambers, with the 
whole figure, also gives the number 
of the thirty-three crores of gods or 
forces of nature in the ancient Hindu 
Pantheon. 


MORAL DERELICTS. 


A receipt for dues is not a sight 


It 
is not the function of a lodge to 
indorse your note, set you up «in 


business; pull you out of a hole dug 
by your own carelessness; pay your 
grocery bill or the delinquent install- 
ment on your automobile, and the 
sooner this is brought home to you, 


the better. 
In some Grand Jurisdictions the 
“moochers” have become such a 
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burden that the Committee on 
Investigation had supplied them a 
blank for reporting, requiring a 
minute inquiry into the financial con- 
dition of the applicant; his character 
as to saving; whether he provides 
suitably. for his family and can 
continue to do so; how much life 
insurance he carries and to whom 
payable; and last, but not least, his 
physical condition. This last to 
ascertain whether he is tubercular, 
cancerous, has venereal disease, or 
other conditions tending to render 
him a charge on the Lodge. 

Lodges all over the land are load- 
ing up with a liability they little 
appreciate, and with the average 
dues of from five to nine dollars, it 
will soon be an utter impossibility te 
care for the moral derelicts who seek 
to fasten themselves upon the craft 
—Square and Compass, Denver. 


FREEMASONRY. 


Freemasonry, with its beautiful 
revelations and deeply hidden inter- 
pretations, is worthy of our thought- 
ful consideration. Net alone in im- 
pressive ceremonials, highly valuable 
as a means to an end, we may find 
revealed the sublime teachings, the 
inspiring eonception of the Mystic 
Builder’s Art. That “we reap what 
we sow” is distinctly true of those 
who follow the winding way of Spirit- 
ual Craftmamship. The highest real- 
ization of  Miasemry’s “Hidden 
Mysteries” comme te the inquiring 
mind of him whe ferwemtiy gives him- 
self to the ennebliimg camse of Brother- 
hood, without the heme of recompense. 
Through secrecy, Saemte gma dark- 
ness, lies the way ef aiieimmment and 
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to each earnest seeker who selfishly 
follows the rugged path of ac- 
complishment and _ willing service, 
comes at last the ample compensa- 
tion for his labor.—Bro. Charles 
Comstock in Missouri k*reemason. 


DON’T BE TOO SENSITIVE 

There are any number of people al- 
ways looking out for slights. They 
cannot carry on the daily intercourse 
of the family or business without 
finding where some offense is de- 
signed or intended. They are as 
touchy as hair-triggers. If they meet 
an acquaintance who happens to be 
preoccupied with business, they at- 
tribute his abstraction in some man- 
ner personal to themselves and take 
umbrage accordingly. They lay on 
others the fruit of their utter irrita- 
bilitv. Indigestion makes thei see 
impertinence in every one with whom 
they come in contact. Innocent per- 
sons who never dreamed of giving of- 
fense are astonished to find some un- 
fortunate word momentary _ taci- 
turnity mistaken for insult. To say 
the least the habit is unfortunate. It 
is far wiser to take the more charit- 
able view of our fellow beings and 
not suppose a slight is intended unless 
the neglect is open and direct. After 
all, life takes its hues in a great de- 
gree from the colour of our own 
thoughts. If we are frank and gen- 
erous, the world treats us kindly; if 
on the contrary we are suspicious, 
men learn to be cold and cautious to- 
wards us. Let a person get the repu- 
tation of being “touchy” and every- 
body is under restraint, and in this 
way the chances of an imaginary of- 
fense are greatly increased. — H.H. 
M., in Masonic Home Journal. 
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FUN 

Fun is a food as 
bread. 

He makes a mistake who regards 
laughter and humour as transitory 
superficial things that pass away and 
leave nothing behind. They have a 
permanent, beneficial influence on the 
whole character. 

Anything that will make a man feel 
joyous, that will clear the cobwebs of 
discouragement from his brain and 
drive away fear, care and worry, is of 
practical value. Innocent, hearty, fun 
will do this as nothing else can. 

It is the shrewdest kind of business 
policy to do what will recreate, re- 
freshen and rejuvenate one for the 
next day’s work. Then why not have 
fun and laughter in the home? 

Why should not having a good time 
form a part of our daily programme? 
Why should this not enter into our 
great life plan? Why should we be 
serious and gloomy over our work? 
Why not do it with joy and gladness? 
Why not sing at our work whenever 
possible? 

Laughter is a good health builder. 
Give me an employee who loves to 
laugh, who enjoys a joke, who always 
sees the ludicrous side of things! 

Laughter is a token of sadness. 
Abnormal people seldom laugh. It is 
as natural to be a normal human be- 
ing, to want to laugh and have a good 
time as it is to breath. There is 
something wrong about a person who 
seldom laughs. Things which amuse 
and make us enjoy life have a health- 
ful physical and moral influence. 

No one was ever spoiled by good 
humour, but tens of thousands have 
been made the better by it. 

There is significance in the fact 
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that man is the only animal that has 
the sense of humour—that can laugh. 

The Creator meant us to have fun, 
to rejoice and be glad always.—Suc- 
cess. 


AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 
(Words by Katherine Lee Bates) 


O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
- America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee! 
And crown thy good with brother- 
hood 
From sea to shining sea! 


O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thorofare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 


O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their 
loved — 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine! 


country 


O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee! 
And crown thy good with brother- 
hood 
From sea to shining sea! 





LODGE GOODS. _ DO YOU READ FRENCH? 





When in need of Lodge material or} Do not fail to order copies of “Le 


regalia of any kind, send your orders Manuel Interprétatif du Symbolisme — 


to the American Fe eration of Human‘ gu ler Degré” and “Le Manuel Inter- 
Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. prétatif du 2e Degré” par la T. Ill. 
Whatever we may not have on hand, S. Gédalge. Prix, $1.00 chaque. 

we will order for you promntly. S Reais te 





eat yee Le Livre de l’'Apprenti 
FORM OF BEQUEST. fee aS par Oswald Wirth 


For the Benefit of the On babenic ; Manuel d’instruction initiatique 4 
Yusage des Apprentis. Prix $1.00. - 


Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise 
and bequeath to the Council of Ad- 
ministration of the American Feder- : 

Le Livre du Compagnon 
ation of Human Rights, a corporation | ar Oswald: Wirth 
organized under the laws of the | P 
District of Columbia, (describe gift Manuel d’instruction initiatique a 
or devise or both as the case may be) |l’usage des Compagnpns:. Prix $1.00. 





to be used for the support and main- Reta EE Wn 
ease of he ome seabed 8] <4 thee ds Ma 
Beasties “ par Oswald Wirth. 


may be determined by said Council 
of Administration. 


Renee = des Maitres. Prix * $1. 00. 


WORSHIPFUL MASTER'S 
ASSISTANT. 





“Histoire la Franc Macoknests 
Saat Francaise”, par Albert Lantoine, an 
Have you a copy of this instructive interesting book of. over 500 pages, 
little book? If not, order one at once. Price, postal, $1.75. 
Price $1.00. Send order and money} — . 
to American Federation of Human | ie , BO OK: 
Rights, box 22, Larkspur, Colerade. | ee 





SAMPLE ‘COPIES. “We have for sale the following 
eS aac meet 
We have a Sout saute: of heck On Orientation, 100. frag es eee < 


numbers of the American Co-Mason | Greater and Lesser Lights, 10. 
and we will gladly mail a bundle. to Pillars and Columns, 10c. | 


any one wishing to use them for prop- We will be glad to order for you 


aganda. eS t any book you may wish to purchase. 


_ Susasaspsasasasasesasasasasasasases7 samebasesesesesasesesoSeseseSeSESES 


Manuel dimetrtibtion initiatique a we 
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The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbis, holds a regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 


| The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. 


Ee 2 


as 


“ , — = ¢ os ae + - 
. ge, ae ee eee 


2 SES oe ae 


ee, ee 2 


- , — 
=" r aps ARS 
SS et TE —_ . 


